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Study  10. 

Hosea   11:12-12:14. 

Yet   Justice   Prevails.

Purpose:

To be confronted by the justice of God 

and to resolve to be just.

Everyone has an inborn sense of justice. 

We think things ought to work out fairly, though we know they often don’t. 

Much as we like mercy, we get impatient when we see too much of it. 

Shouldn’t justice be satisfied too?

Why does knowing someone’s history help you understand the person’s present behavior?

When has your attitude toward someone improved because you found out something about that person’s his​tory? 

What made the difference?

Jacob, son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham, 

was the first person to be named Israel 

(Genesis 32:28). 

Read Hosea 11:12~12:14.

1. 
What aspects of Jacob’s up-and-down career does this passage recount?

	Question 1. 
Jacob’s life is related in detail in Genesis 25-49. 

The account of

                his birth (12:3) 

                      is told in Genesis 25:21-26 ; 

                his struggle with the angel of the Lord (12:3-4) 

                      is in Genesis 32:22-32; 

                his vision at Bethel (12:4) 

                      is in ; 

                and his service for a wife (12:12) 

                      is in Genesis 29.


2.
Since the historical Jacob was long dead, 

why do you think certain events from his life are told here?

	Question 2. 

The people of Israel, Jacob’s
descendants., were repeating 

                Jacob’s personal history 

                as they fluctuated between devotion and deviousness.


3.
Based on what you know of Jacob, 

how does your spiritual history resemble his 

(see especially 12:1-4, 12)?

	Question 3. 

Take a long or short time with this question depending on how much your    

                group members already know about Jacob's life. 

Be careful not to get sidetracked into a study of his entire history.


4.
The heart of the preceding study was the mercy of God. 

However, if we focus solely on God’s mercy, 

we do not see the whole story. 

What does this passage reveal about other truths of God’s character?

5. 
At first glance, love and justice appear to be mutually exclusive: 

we can practice one or the other but not both at once. 

Yet in verse 12:6, 

God tells Israel to maintain both love and justice. 

What would be an example of both in action at once?

	Question 5. 

It will help to think of examples from both 

               personal life 

                                   (such as dealing with family members or work situations) 

               and national life 

                                   (such as government policy toward the poor).


6.
What did Israel boast about (12:7-8)?

7.
Why was their boasting self-deceptive?

8.
What are some areas of life where you are tempted to brag?

9.
How did Hosea continue to use Israel’s history to warn them of God's 

impending judgment (12:9-14)?

	Question 9. 

Verse 12:11 may refer to the destruction of Gilead by Tiglath-​Pileser in 

                2 Kings 15:29 

                because of idol worship. 

The surrounding verses re​fer to God’s consistent faithfulness and deliverance.


10.
How does your own spiritual history give you respect for God’s justice?

11.
Where, or with whom, do you need to be more just, without sac​rificing love?

Consider specific ways to put into practice each of the commands 

from Hosea 12:6 ; Return to your God , 

maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always. 

